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Tina Donovan
Long Island City, Queens

Tina is a 61-year-old transgendered woman. She has lived almost half her life as a
woman, which has caused her to be rejected by most of her biological family. Tina has
one aunt, her mother’s sister, who is her closest family member and primary support. “She
is more than an aunt. She is a friend. She and her children accept me as Tina with no

questions asked and unconditional love.”

After losing her job as a nursing assistant in the 1970’s, Tina went to work in gay bars
in order to earn a living. Not having enough financial resources for medical care, Tina
relied on SSI to avoid becoming homeless. Today, she lives in public housing and is

actively involved with several organizations that serve the LGBT community in Queens.

Tina worries about growing older alone and not having a caregiver. But she credits her

involvement with the LGBT community for decreasing her isolation and fears.

Mary Keane
Yonkers, Westchester County

Mary is self-employed as a health care and social services consultant. A few years ago, she
decided to renovate a big old house and become a foster care mother. Now, Mary’s
family living in her house includes three foster children and one sibling, and she couldn’t
be happier that she decided to take this path.

“We are a family because we take care of each other and look out for each other. We do
things together and really try to listen when someone needs support,” she explains.
Mary thinks she has gotten the absolute best kids from the foster care system and she

knows that they are all very appreciative of their chosen family.

Mary’s family members are: 20-year-old Angela and 19-year-old Aileen, who celebrated
their two-year anniversary with Mary in August; 16-year-old Arelis, who is Aileen’s
biological sister; 21-year-old Gina, who is Angela’s biological sister and also lives with
them; and Richie, Mary’s brother.
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Glen Francis

Glen Francis
Brooklyn

Glen grew up in Trinidad and Tobago with a very close-knit, extended family. Looking
back, he sees that his family knew he was a gay man before he knew himself and he is
grateful that his mother advised him not to get married but to go abroad, further his
education and see the world. He came to New York to pursue an advanced degree in

business.

Most of Glen’s biological family members are still in Trinidad and he maintains a close
relationship with his four brothers and three sisters. When Glen moved to New York, he
lived with his best friend’s family, which became his surrogate family. “Like a true family,
they provided me with everything I needed — a home, hot meals and friendship.” Glen’s
best friend also came to New York and they still maintain a very close friendship. Glen

considers his friend’s family, children and other siblings part of his family too.

Glen works as a program coordinator for GRIOT Circle, a program that provides social
service and support programs for older LGBT people of color.
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