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Committee on
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(Relates to individuals ability to
marry) :
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'IN ASSEMBLY

Msmﬁly introducer's signature
The Memhers of the Assembly whose names are circled helow wish to join me in the

multi-apensorship of this propesal:

Dom Rel. ability to marry
AN ACT

to amend the domestic relations law,
in relation to the ability to marry

The People of fhe State of New
York, represented in Senate and
Assembly, do enact as follows:
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1) Single House Bill ({introduced and printed separately in es_.r_har or both

houses) . Uni-Bill (introduced simultaneously inm both nouses and printed as one

" Biil. Senste and Assembly introducer sign the same copy of the bill).

2) Circle names of co-sponsors and retwrn to introduction clerk with 2 signed
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Section 1. Legislative intent. Marriage iﬁja:fundaggnﬁéﬁﬁggﬁﬁg:Eigbtn
Same-sgx couples and their children should have the same access as
others to the protections, responsibilities, rights, obligations, and
benefits of civil marriage. Stable family relationships ‘help build a
stronger society. For the welfare of the community énd in féirness to
all New Yorkefs,rthis act formélly recognizes otﬁerwise—valid marriages
without regard to whether the parties are of the same or different sex.

It is the intent of the legislature that the marriages of same-sex and
differént—sex_ couples be treated egqually inrallrrespécts under the law.
The omission from this act of changes.to other provisions of law shall
not be construed as  a legislative intent to preserve any legal
distinction between same-sex couples and different-sex coupies with
rgspect to marriage; The legislature intends thét ali provisions of law.
which utilize gender-néutral‘terms in reference to Vthe parties to a
marriage, or which in any other way may be inconsistent with this act,
be constiued in a gender-neutral mannér or in aﬁy way necessary to
effectuate the intént of this act.

§ 2. The domestic relations law is amended by adding a new section -
10-a to read as follows:

§ 10-a. Sex of parties.rl. A marriage that is otherwise valid shall be

' valid'regardless of whether the parties to the marriage are of the same

or different sex.

2. No government treatment or legal status, effect, right, benefit,

privilege, prbtection or responsibility relating to marriage, whether

deriving from statute, administrative or court rule, public policy,

common law or any other source of law, shall differ based on the parties

to the marriage being or having been of +the same sex rather than a

different sex. When necessary to implement the rights and responsibil-
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ities of spouses under the law, all gender—specific language or _terms

shall be construed in a gender—neutral manner in all such sources of
law,

§ 3. Section 13 of the domestic relations law, As amended by chapter
720 of the laws of 1957, is amended to read as follows:

§ 13. Marriage licenses., It ghall be necessary for all persons
intended to be married in New York state to obtaiﬁ a marriage license
from a town or city clerk in Neﬁ York étate and to deliver said license,
within sixfy days, to the clgrgymén or magistrate who 1is Ato officiate
befdre- the marriage ceremony may be pérformeﬁ. In case of a mafriage
contracted pursuant to subdivision four of seétion eleven of this chap-
ter, such license shall be deiiveréd to the judge of the éourt of record
before whom the acknowledgment is to be taken. If either party to the
marriage resides upon an island 1ocateé not less than tﬁenty-five miles

from the office or residence of the town clerk of the town of which such

"island is a part, and if such office or residence is not on such island

such license may be obtained from any justice of the peace residing on
such island, and such justice, in respect to powers and duties’relating
to marriage licenses, shall be subject to the provisions of this article
governiﬁg town clerks and shall file -all statements or affidavits
received by him while acting under the provisions of this seﬁtioﬁ with

the town clerk of such town. No application for a marriage license shall

be denied on the ground that the partiés are of the same, or & differ-

ent, sex.

§ 4. Subdivision 1 of secticn 11 of the domestic relations law, as
amended by chapter 319 of the laws of 1959, is amended to read as

follows:
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1. A clergyman or minister éf any religion, or by the senior leader,

or any of the other ieaders, of The Society for BEthical Cultﬁre in the
, |

éity of New York, having its principal office in the borough of Maphat—
tan, or by the leader of The Brooklyn Society £for Ethical Culture,
having its principal office in the borough of Brooklyn of the city of
New York, or of the Westchester Ethicai Society, having its principal
office in Westdhester county, or of the Ethical Cuiture Sdciety,of Long
Island, having its principal office in Nassau qounty, or of the River-

dale-Yonkers BEthical Society having its principal offi¢e in Bronx coun-

ty, or by the leader df-any other Ethical Culture Society affiliated

with the American Ethical Union; provided that no clergyman, minister or

Secciety for Ethical- Culture leader shall be required to solemnize any

marriage when acting in his or her capacity under this subdivision.

'8 5.‘This act shall take effect immediately.




