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In the past several days a number of people have contacted my office asking
me to state nyy position on same sex marriage. Let rme be very clear that [
view marriage as 2 ¢ivil right, one that should be available to all commiced
couples here in the City of Ithaca, the State of Wew York and in the United

States.

L am in strong suppott of all of Ithaca's families and will actively support all
legal meens i make marriage available to same sex couples. Same sex
coupies deserve the equal protection of the law, the same as any other
couple. They.dezerve to be able 1o bring their famzlies ourt of the starus of
second class citizenship and into the full array of rights and responsibilities
that are available 10 married couples. 1 belizve that by supporring families,

all famnilies, we stabilize and strengthen our commurity.

The New York State Health Department does not currently allow city clerks
to lssue marnage licenses to same scx couples. Accordingly, any same sex

couples who apply for a marriage Leense here in Ithaca will have their
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application accepted and the Ciry will forward each application o the State
Department of Health for individual dewermunations. Iris our belief that such
action will best securz each couples' legal position should they wash o

challenge Albany's decision.

The Ciry of Tthaca wili, in accordance with New York law and the U.5.
Constitution, fully recopnize all same sex marriages that were validly
performed elsewhere. All people in Ithaca who are parties to such same sex
marriages and their families will be accorded all of the rights and be subject
to all of the legal obligations a3 those who have been parties 1o raditional

MmarTiages.

Additicnally, 1 call on all sectors of the [thaca community, particular]y
ermployers, business people and those in the educational sector to examine
current policies and practices and 1o identify changes which could be
instinuted to provide equal support for all families with whom they interact,

whether it's an employesfemployer relanionship or a client relatonship.

I am proud to say that woday Ithaca stands in solidarity with members of the

Leshian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender community as the strugele for legal

recognition of same SEX marriage continues. I pledge as your Mayor to do
all that I can 1o support the effort for full ¢ivil and human rights for your
farpilies and 2l families in our community and to work with the [thaca

Common Council to achieve these goals,



