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Some years from now, when the bizarre clrcumstances that made him governor are forgotten, and RN Supervisor
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New York's fiscal crisis is resolved and similarly relegated to the past, David Paterson could be N ol Full t
remembered as the one who saw to it that same-sex couples could legally marry in this state.
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rights to people based on their sexual orientation had to stop.
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That much is worth keeping in mind as the timing, motives and above all the politics of the governor's Potential!

action are dissected. Mr. Paterson would have been remiss if he hadn't stood up for the 50,000 or so National sales co

same-sex households in New York. seeks area Reps. %...

"The timing was always right,” he sald Tuesday. "It's Just who is willing to take that step. And I am.” ?:.?:ES !RN’LPN)
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So far this menth, the Vermont Legistature has legalized gay marriage and the Iowa Supreme Court
has struck down a ban on it. The holdouts in New York's Senate, who include a handful of Mr.
Paterson's fellow Democrats and many Republicans as well, could be standing in the way of the
inevitability of history.
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The case for truly equal rights for same-sex couples won't weaken. The politically safer alternative of
legal civil unions for gays doesn't go far enough. Mr. Paterson himself made that much clear Tuesday
as he made his strongest push yet for equal marriage rights. There are all sorts of benefits —
employment and employees’ health insurance coverage, for Instance — that same-sex couples who
had engaged In civil unions would be deprived of, yet heterosexual married couples would continue to
enjoy,

Today marks this change In the quest for equality, It's not about counting benefits as much as it's
counting votes. Mr. Paterson needs a majority of the 62-member Senate. $0 do all the New Yorkers
— gays and heterosexvals, singles and couples — who share his commitment to fairness,

Sen. Tom Duane, D-Manhattan, the leading advocate of same-sex marriage in the Senate, predicts
passage with votes to spare. We'd settle for any margin sufficient to remove one more barrier of
discrimination.

The Issue:

The governor is set to intraduce a same-sex marriage bill.
The Stakes:

How long can the state Senate hold out?
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